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PROLOGUE

We have heard o] maglj [ales in Irish [oll@nﬂe and legen({s
that made their marlulpon Irelan(l, hut one sta ed hts famc
fmm ever I)eing recorded, and that one was the merman,
Dulaman, Whose fame was c)n([j l@)wn in the <Iute( vz”a(qe
of North Shanl&One migh( a,slkwhal heroic acts did this
sea dweller C(chrj out and at what time did he emerge from

the (10@}).2



CHAPTER OI1E

The British IMilitia Arives

The ]brebodin(q arrival c)f the Brilish Militia into the town
or North Shanl&marlﬁ a [urning Poin[ in the 5(()8. The
year (s ]796, and the Brilish Crown has (lc[)lé)jcd a
tremendous force to establish its presence in the region in

order to preserve its dominion over the lrish land@cape.

The ma(qnificenl Brilish Militia is led [C)y gener(ll gec)rge
Campl)ell, a Prominen[ oﬁ’iccr in the British Ar@. [lis
arrival in North Shanl&heral({s the start or a new era for
the {c)wn's residents. gener(ll Cam[)l)ell s o lc)u(qh,
di,\sciplined man l@)wn for his unﬂinching devotion to the
Crown. ”is Pc)slure rcprcsenls the aulhoriéy c)f the Brilish
Empire, dressed in a s{unning redcoat and studded with

medals.

genera[ Camp[)ell was a man c)f uwiclding (1iscipline, and

his demeanor rc’ﬂeclcd the strict order he intended to
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impokse. He was known fc)r his unwavering lgyalcly to the
British Crown and had earned his ref)ulalion as a capable

and determined mililacrj leader.

The town of North Sh(ml&luc@l along Irel(md"\s gorgeous
coaslline, serves as the sel[in(q fc)r this dramatic meeling.
The roc& Cllﬁ5 ro”ing hi”.s, and lush greene{y of the lrish
environmenl conlrasl (Iramalicagy with the inlimida[ing
British lroops mc)vin(q (hrc)u(qh ils slreels. The [Ove(lj
lan({scape is both enlicing and ominous, forekshadowing the

lension that would sOON engul[ the Commumclj.

genera[ Campl)el['s Principal aim is to reestablish Rri{ish
control over North Sh(mlumd the \surrounding districts. He
LS determined to Pul a slop to agy sl(qnals c)f re\/c)ll, as the

spiril c)f the United ’rishmen (s slrong among the locals.

Susan Campbell, general Campbe”'os daugh(er, (s
accompagjing him on this lrip. She s a l)l"lg”ll, indepcndenl
young woman who di@agreas with her falher. Su,\gani\s
appearance complicales the \slocrj. Her open*mindedness and
curiosi(ly mgy be vital in l)ri({ging the divide between the

Briliksh occupaan and the local Irish communigly.

3
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The re@iden[@ of North Sh(ml&are hoth concerned and (mgcry
of the Bri[ish presence. The advent u)f the Brilish Militia
instills (Iread, resentment, and suspicion among the locals,
who are alrea((fj \suﬁ)ering as a re\sul( of Brilish control.

The slreels are fi”ed with murmurs and lrepidalion.

general Campl)ell lhinlﬁ the n&y@lerl’ou@ and  sinister

Lochman to be a I)ig threat to his mission af(er (}ellinq

C C

in(e”iqence about it. He (s (1e\sf)erale to [@P the Lochman
C

awgy from hi\s daughlcr, Ameli(l, and to eep the creature

from sf)rc(ufin((! devastation in North Shanl&

Tensicms in the town af)f)rc)ach a crescendo when the Brilish
Militia l)egin,\s ils inve\s[igalion\s and Palrol:g to find the
Lochman. The Lochman, an (m(q{y l)eing born c)f lr(lgegy
and a hunger fc)r vengeance, s a (1(mgerou,s fc)e. The British
soldiers' eﬁ’or[§ to locate the Lochman are fru.\s[ra[ed as
lh(e contlinue lo incur losses in their encounters with the

st range crea lure.

The entrance c)f the British Militia, wmbolized @ general
george Campbe” and his (1aughler Susan, serves as a

ca[aglysl for the \s[ogl‘s dcveloping evenls. Their presence
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creales a real [’eeling or conﬂic[, l(éﬂing the groundworl&[or
Dulamanls (Iucs[ lo Pro[ecl the vi”aqe and his surprisinq

C C
romance with Su,s(m. [he ({esll?j c)[ North Shanl&hangs n
the balance among the upheaval, and the Lochman remains

a Ic)c)ming c)lherworl(gj threat.
The British Militia's Pursuit of the Lochman

general Campl)e”: (Addre\s\sing his oﬁ’icers) "gen[lemen, our
mission (s lwu)fc)l({. Firs(, we are here to establish the
Crown's control over North Shankand ils ‘\surmunding
areas. Second(lj, we musl (Iuell (Lglj signs c)[ rebellion,
parlicu[ar(ly the United ’rishmen'&s spiri( that runs hzgh

n

among the local@.

Oﬁ’icer I: "genera[, the lownspeople are already anxious
about our presence. ,hCQ ve endured the har({ships c)f

Brili‘\sh rule for&cams."

Oﬁ’icer 2: "It 's impera{ive that we maintain strict (1iscipline
and make our intentions clear. This s an unru(lj region,

2 2 n
and we need to ensure the safeclj of our lroops.
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Ns the Brili@h Militia marched lhrough the cobblestone
slreels of North Sh(in&lhe lc)cals exch(m(qed uneaasj ((ﬂ(mccs.
The sigkl c)f the imposing redcoats was a Ls[arleeminder of

the oppre\ssicm that had long gripf)ed their town.

Tc)wnsﬁ)lkl: (Whi‘spering to a neigkl)or) "”avecjc)u ever

. ] . ) 211
seen LSLlCh a dlﬁf)lgy L’)i P()WQV' in our town l)Qi()l’(:‘.

rlwownksfoll&g: "The arrival ()f the Brili,\sh Militia can oncly

Bl . 2
mean more SM[;CI’H’I(({ ]()V us.

Meanwhile, Su,\san Campl)ell, inqui@i[ive and compa@@ionale,
observed the town and its inhabitants with « (!iﬂ)erenl
perspeclive. She was drawn to the locals' lives and their

\slruggles, and she couldn't help hut feel the tension in the

air.

Su,s(m Campl)e”: "Falher, | C(l}’l’( helf) hut ree[ that the People

n

here are Ksuﬁ’ering. —,%erels a Palpal)le fcar in the air.

genem[ Campbe”: "Suxsan, our presence is meanl lo reslore

order. The @lgs rule musl he uphcld."
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Su\\s(m Campbe”: "Bul, F(L[her, s there no way we can

understand their (qrievanccs and find common ground?"

general Campl)e”'s determination was unwavering, hut he
couldn t help but be m(rtgued é)j ht\s daughlers open-

mindedness.

The Lochm(m, a ‘\supernalural enliéy horn of lragegy and
retribution, had been WFQ(L@g havoc in North Sh(mlk
gencral Cam[)[)e”'s mission was nol Onclj to establish
Brili@h au[horig[y but (Ll5c) to locate and \sul)due the

malevo[cn( crealure.

gencra[ Camf)l)e”: (’n his war room, (1({(1res§in(q his oﬁ)icers)
T've received in[elligence about the Lochman, a ngj\sleriouks
and malevolent iniclj rcspu)nsil)le f()r the dealhs "’f our
soldiers. It poses a significan{ threat to our mission and the

safeclj of n&y (Iaugh[er, Su,\s(m."

Oﬁ’icer 3: "(Cjeneral, the Lochman is unlike agy(hing we ve
ever encountered. Qur muskels have malfunclioned when

1 n
we ve come clo\se to tt.
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The o icers shared wary « lance@, realizing the supernatural
Y8 Y [

cha”enge lhgy faced.

general Campbe”ls arrival and the subsmiuenl (Iuesl to find
the Lochman had Plunged the town or North Shanl&in[o a
vorlex of tension and uncerlain([j. Amidst the turmoil, a
slruggle hetween (Lu(h()riéy and compa\s\sion, lgyal([j and
open*mindedne\s\s, l)eg(m o unfold, Paving the wa for the
uncx[)ec{e(f a”i(mces and cc)nﬂicls that would shape the

narralive.
The ’delalion of &)/nanls Tragic Tramsformalion

In the jear ]796, North Shanl&was shrc)u({e(l n fear and
C

n(fljs[ecrj due to the malevolent en(iQ(y l@)wn as the

Lochman. ,hts suf)ernalural creature had haunted the

re(qicm ]brcjears, and its lrue i({enliclj was revealed to be a

poign(m[ and haunling tale.

Su,s(m Campbe”: (Curic)us) ",:alher, havedc)u ever wondered
about the Lochman's orlgins? Who or what could f)o\sksil)cly

be hehind such terror.
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General Campbell: (Reflective) "The Lochman has always

heen a (Iarl&enigma, a superna(ural fc)rce we have(jcl to

ful(lj comprehend."
IQnanis Humble Beginnings:

The s[ocrj of the Lochman traced back[o a time when he
was known as Ronan, a humble fi\shcrm(m who made his
living harves[ing dilaman, the valuable seaweed that

suslained the town.

Local Fisherman: (’%/counling) "’Qn(m was a hardworl{ng
man, a lc)vin(q falher and husband. He was respecled é’j all

fc)r his dedication to his craf(."
The Loss of the Dilaman Harvest:

’Qn(m's ltfe h)c)&a lra(qic turn when the ’@g's men

({escended upon North Shanl&(md seize(l his Prize(l harve\sl

of dulaman. This blatant act of lhieverj lerl Ronan
4 [

incensed.

’{ofnan: (Hakshl)ackz You are lhicveks, robbers in the ’%’lgs

service!” (Confronling the soldiers)
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general Campbe”: (Li‘\slening in(enlcly) "Hi,\s (1efiance was a

sparl&[hal igniled a dan(qerous fire."
The Tragic Demise:

In response to ’on(m's vocal Prole\s(, the @gs men
retaliated with hrutal force, sul)'ecling him to a relentless

and merciless beating. The injustice he faced was profound.
g Y [

Local Fisherman: (Soml)er) "Ronan was beaten so 55(1V(1ge<lj

[

that he could barel recoqnize hzs own rcﬂeclion.
Y e
The | esurreclion of the Lochman:

Defeale(i, ’Qn(m was casl inlo a lc)ch, fc)rever to be l@)wn
as the Lochman. The (1ef)lh c)f his suﬁ’erin(q and desire for
retribution had given birth to « 5upernalural enligly, a

bl
crealure L‘)l SOrrow (U’l({ \/CVl((JC(UQCQ.

genera[ Camp[)e”: (pen\si\/e) "’{'5 a {ragic s(o{j, one that

"

\Sh()WC(lLSG\S d”l(:‘ C()VLSC(IUCVIC(:‘S ()f ()PPI’QS\SL'()YI (lnd Ci’ll(?lcl—y.
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The Lochmanls rl’hir\sl f()r ; evenge:

The Lc)chm(mls existence became consumed ?j an insatiable
lhtrsl fc)r revenge agams[ the ‘soldzer‘s who had [algn ang

his livelihood and sub'ecled him to a cruel ra(e.

Local Fisherman: (Whispers) "The Lochman was relentless,
his vengeance l@ew no hounds. Evecrj Bri[i;sh soldier he (ool&

was a reclftming. !
The Lu)chm(m's Um'que Abilities:

Over lime, the Lochm(m'os powers evolved, a”owing him to

m(mipulale wood and vegelalic)n to his (u{vanlage.

general Campl)ell: "He could bend lrees, rools, and Pl(mls

n

to his will, 1)ecommg a [ormtdal)le advema(ry.
The Lochm(m's True ’(1enli<(j Revealed:

/Ls the truth about the Lc)chmanl\s c)rigin came lo ligh[, the
lown\speople realized that lhi,\s malevolent forcc was once a

etovea memboer ()) [”lQil" communily.
beloved / 1y

1
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Local Fisherman: "The Lochman is Ronan, our fe”ow

. bl - 2
ftsherm(Ln, [ran,sformed into a crealure o] vengeance.

The revelation of ’Qn(m's (rans]l)rmalion into the Lochman
added an emotional and lr'agic layer to the slc)cry,
under\scoring the (lcvaslalin(q consequences c)r c)f)f)ression
and the Price f)(Lid é)j those who dared to resist it. The
5[(){7 of ’onanl\s (ran\sformalion 5erved as a P()Wer[hl
[)(l_clt{rop rc)r the unfu)ldin(q narralive, where the town c)f
North Shankgrappled with a Lsuperna[ural threat lurl@lg in

its midst.



CHAPTER TWO

The Haunting Legacy of the

Lochman

As the Lochmanls reign of fuilleach( continued, his Lspeclral

presence hecame inqraine({ in the collective stche of North
< C

Shanl& Tales of his ambushes spread lhmuqh the daoine
C

(People), Whi\spered in hushed tones within the seomrai

laispcdnlais (laverns) and huddled (qalherin(qs.

Local Seanchat (Slu)(;fj{e”er): ‘Beware the crann and the

fréamhacha, [’or lhej mgj bear wilness (o the Lochmani\s
C

céras damdiste (({es{ruclive \Csjslcm) a(qains[ those who

I

tread upon the soil or i&flju;,slice.'
The Shadows of Fear:

The mere mention of the Lc)chm(m's name senl shivers down
the ‘\spineks of the British soldiers, who were torn between
their du((j and the ever—looming dread u)f a speclral avenger
lurl@zg in the seanamhla (c)ld) shadows.

13
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Brili(sh Oﬁ’icer: "We cannot escape the fear of an unseen
adversacrj. [t S as 1[ the ve(rj shadows lhemselves conspire

agams( us.
An Mliance with the R’)((}:

The Lochman's maslerj over the mist and [bq that clunq to
C C C
the hills fur[her in[en@ified the sense of fear and
uncerlaincly. He would meld with the imir (Plgy) of
sh(u{c)ws, mal@ftg il m(qh im[)ossible ror the soldiers to

- 2 - 2 2
discern [rtend from foe.
pullin(q a Face to the Name:

Local Seanair (grandfalher): ‘In the rog, the Lochman (s
like the qhosts of our own pasts, emerqing when you least

4 / pasts, emerging when_y s
expectl it, sec@g céasadh (vcngcance). Some sgj the
crealure lal@ the appearance c)f an old man, hearded with
strands that lool&lilg the sad Tri‘slis and is cloal@f n a
lcmg tattered seaicéad fada (lcm((UacI@) to hide his shame.
On hi,\s head he don,\s a Wrealh, sown lo the \sh(lpe of a
tricorn and breathes like the cerie sounds one hears in a

luascadh (swamp)."

14
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The pc)e[iCC]ulslice of Nature:

The Lochman's éadschas was not sole(lj confined to the
rc)(u{s and é)jwa s; extended to the ve(ry ve(qelalzon that
once thrived under ’onanS care. The Lochm(m'\s control
over the crainn and Pl(mdal’ served as a Pu)elic and chi”ing
reminder of the once Peaccful siscéadach who had been

. » , 2 ,
driven to become a créatur o] cogas.

Local Poet: "The lrees, once companions c)f Iﬁnan"s labor,
now ksl(md as wilnesses (o the cruatan that birthed the

Lochman. Nature i(sclf seel&sjuslice."
The Wall&c)r Shame:

I{ofnan strode about in crudely invented leather 1)()()[5, ones

that were woven lc)qe{her é)j a P(lC[ made with «a
C

Leprechaun. Such fc)olwear sustained a drench of loch uisce,

which in turn, (]uenched his leqged roots sown éy the curse

that he bore with him like a Plaguc "’f duillivir.

He was reliant on this foo[wear as o means of travel,
otherwise he was subject to his lair and relied \solegly on

nature to be his eyes and ears.

15
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The Hearth as guardi(m:

s the Lochman Prowled lhrouqh the nith, his aqciid
C C C

aqains[ line inlensified, revealinq a dcep—sealed fcar that

C C

m(mire\sled in every twisted branch and rugslling leaf. Homes

with fervenl(lj I)urnin(q hearths became sanctuaries, each

ﬂame a defianl guardi(m againsl the encroaching shadows.

Local Teagklach (Fami(lj): “The hearth s our Pro[eclor, a
senlcrj a(qainsl the Lc)chman's a(qciid. As lc)n(q as the tine

dances in our fireplace, we are shielded from his reach.”
A .ngmphocnj o] /nam (Sc)ul) and Flame:

In the momentls when the Lochman apprc)ache(l a home
ablaze with line, a \s[range gymphor&y unfolded—lhe crackle
c)f [)urning logs harmonizing with the Lc)chman's mournru[

,oe

SM[[C.

The dicholorgy bhetween the warmth of the hearth and the

crea{urels tormented essence rescmaled lhrough the nigh[.

16
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Local Ceoltéir (Mu‘\sici(m): It 5 as if the ve(ry ﬂame;j 5ing a
lament fc)r the Lc)chman's anam, o haunlin(q melcx(lj that

echoes [hrouqh the séimh ((Iuiel) nighl."
C
The Enigm(dic Dance:

The Lochman's aversion to tine elevated the niqh[lj aqciid
Jd C
o an enigmalic dance. The shadows cast é)j the ﬂames and

the kshifling silhouettes of conlorling hranches formed a

sf)eclra[ hallet —a dance c)f Cci(qas, revenge, and the ceaseless

slruggle hetween darl@e\s\s and ligh(.

Local Bean an Ti (’nnl@f)er's Wife): Lach nith, the
C

Lochm(m's dance unfc)[(ls [i’ﬁ a sean—nos ({(mce, inlricale

and unpredic[al)le. Tine 5[(1;/1(15 as the eternal dance parlner,

"

hoth Prolec(c)r and Prc)vucaleur.
Al Desper(lle YQarning:

For the Lochman, the \sigkl of line l@l(ﬂed a (Ie§f)er(1[e
yearning, a poign(ml reminder of the life he had once l@)wn
I)efore the céga§ that [ran,\sformed him into a harbinger of
éadschas. The ﬂame\s that oﬁ’ercd warmth to others became

the eternal nemesis that fueled his ire.

17
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Local Amhranat (Singer): ‘In the glow of line, one can
almost see the Lochm(m's inner turmoil. The ﬂames reﬂcc(

n

a Ionging [br a life lost to the cruatan c)f i{zjuslice.
/A Battle c)f WL”S

The nighlclj encounlers bhetween the Lochman and the
ﬂicl@fing tine were more than a plgy\sical slruggle; they were
a battle of Wi”@, a cla,\sh between the elemental force\s of
nature and the su[)ernalur(xl vendetta that fuele({ the

Lochmanls relentless Pur@ui[ of éagéir.

Local Seanchat (S(c)(rjlc”er): “The Lochman and the tine
engage in a dance as ancient as the hi”s, each as\serlin(q ils

dominance in a saga that unfold,s with cvecrj Pa\s\sing nighl."
The Verdant Veil of Vengeance

Under the cloa c)r nighl, the Lc)chmanls dratocht wove a
verdant veil of vengeance, lurning the once [ran(luil woods
into a realm c)f sh(ulc)v&(/y inlrigue. The crainn,(Trees) now
obedient to his evc(rj Whim, stood as silent senlinels,
wilnesses to the Lsc)rceg that Lshaped their hranches into

lwisled archwgys of malevolence.

18
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Local Seanachat (Sl(){yleller): "’n the fc)re\s[, the crainn bear
the scars of the Lochman's (Ir(u'och(, their hranches twisted
lilg the contorted tales of revenge whispercd among the

n

leave\s.
The Dance of Tenel)rous ’*ﬂolia(qe:

As the Lochman advanced lhrough the undergrowlh, the
vew foliage at his command hecame a dancer in his
lene[)rou,s ballet. Vines s[ilhered like serpenls, crealin(q an
ominous réylhm that echoed the foolgs[eps or a créalur na

) . 2
futl(e (crea{urc o[ vcn(qeance).

Local Amaddan (’*ﬁc)c)l): "Thgy sgy the Lu)chman‘s dratocht
turns the Woods into a dance ﬂoor for the \shadows, where

n

QVQCFj leaf s a P(Lrlner in his SPQCU’(ll hallet.
En(wining ,Q){s c)f I@ril)u{ion:

The rools beneath the ‘\soil, once a ne[worl&of suslenance
for the l(md, now entwined themselves in the Lc)chmanls
saga ()r retribution. They reached oul, sce@g lo ensnare

lh()kse who hore the marlu)f céga§ upon them.

19



Dulaman A Veil of Shadows

Local gairm (Crier): ‘Beware where ye tread, for the roots
lhemselves are the Lc)chm(m's avengers, reaching oul from

the soil to reclaim what was u{ljus[lj taken."
( C
A Wlfzi\spered Language of Leaves:

In the heart of the dratocht-laden W()ods, the leaves spc)lg
a language ongly the initiated could (Iecipher. Lach rustle
carried the grief of the Lochman, « mournful @mn that

intertwined with the elemental fc)rces at his command.

Local Filt (Doe[): "The leave5 5peal&lhe dialect of SOrrow,
a Whispere(l [anguagc c)r [eaves that tell the tale c)f a man

scorned b céqa,s and reborn in draiocht.”
Y
Ja Sorcerer"\s gaml)i[:

The Lochm(m's dratocht W(LSH‘( merecly a di‘splgy c)f ’)c)wer;
it was a gaml)i{, a s{rale(({ic dance with the ve{y fc)rces c)f
nature. The crainn and pl(mda[ (Tree\s and pl(mlos) became
pawns in his cosmic chessboanl, moved with a calculated
preciksion that oncly a sorcerer see@g redemplion or

ruination could muster.

20
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Local Dliodsir (Lavgyer): "The Lochman'S dratocht is «
cunninq game, a qambil Plajed on the che\ssboard of nalure.
dC C C

1

Everj move echoes with the foo(s[eps of retribution.’
C
A Verdan( Legagy:

Ns dawn af)f)rc)achcd, the woods bore the marlQ c)r the
Lochmcmls dratocht —a legagy of (wi,\s(ed l)ranches,
Whikspering leave\s, and a lingering sense of ksc)rcecrj. The
vccrj essence of North Sh(mut(u! hecome entwined with the
tale of a créalir na fuille, a \supernalural force 5ee@g

,u,‘sltce in the verdant laf)cslcrj c)f nalure.

Local Bean an Ti (’nn eef)cr's Wzre) "When dawn breaks,
the Woods retain the \shadow\r,s of the Lochman s dratocht —

a lestament (o the sorcecrj that weaves lhrc)ugh the \/e{y

sc)u[ c)r North Sh(ml&“

In the Whikspering grove of North Shanl& the Lochman'os
dratocht P(Lin[ed a living mural —a tableau of crainn and
Plandai, (Trce\s and plan[s) entwined roots and dancing
\shadowks. ”lls \sacrc’d Place became the epicenler of the

! . ) .
sorcerer s (Iuesl, a haven where nature Llself hore wilness
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Dulaman A Veil of Shadows

to the relentless pur@ui[ oﬂju,\slice and the dratocht that

fuele(l the Lc)chm(m"s speclral exislence.
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